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NSF/IERI Science IDEAS Project

Project Requirements
The following are school requirements for participation in the NSF/IERI Science IDEAS Project:
Scheduling for Science IDEAS
1. Schedule a daily, 1 ½ -2 hour block for Science IDEAS (noted as Language Arts/Science block on master schedule)
2. Schedule a separate 30-minute daily block for literature
3. Eliminate student pull-outs during the Science IDEAS 2-hour instructional block (e.g., ESE, SAI, ESOL; the inclusion model works best for the Science IDEAS block)
4. Schedule one full day of grade level planning with a school administrator per 9 weeks/science unit
Principal Monitoring of Science IDEAS Fidelity of Implementation
1. Actively visit classrooms and support implementation of the Science IDEAS Model 


-
Look for in-depth science teaching,  guided reading, writing, hands-on activities, 


Examine student science notebooks, and student projects 


-
Require 30 minutes a day of guided reading using science reading content in S.I. block

-
Require classroom posting of core science concepts

2. Complete principal fidelity of implementation clinical judgment form for each teacher three times per year
3. Insure teacher completion of teacher reflection fidelity of implementation form two times per year
4. Support project staff fidelity of implementation classroom visits three times per year
Principal Support for Science IDEAS Project Implementation
1. Identify and meet regularly with a Science IDEAS coordinator at each grade level
2. Insure adequate school-level instructional resources for science and reading comprehension (e.g., materials for hands-on activities, trade books and other student reading materials) 
3. Involve Media Specialist in the identification of unit-specific print and Internet science reading resources
4. Promote the Science IDEAS project in the school via inclusion in the school newsletter, presentations at PTA and SAC meetings, and updates at faculty and grade level meetings
5. Add project goals to school improvement plans
Principal Support for Science IDEAS Project Assessment Activities
1. Support and coordinate administration of Project Assessments in selected classrooms at the end of the school year (e.g., Iowa Test of Basic Skills – Reading & Science; Student Survey)
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